
‭Mastering Bracketing: Expanding Your‬
‭Exposure Options‬
‭Bracketing is a smart camera technique that captures multiple versions of the same scene with‬
‭varied settings. Most commonly used for exposure, it ensures you don’t miss the perfect shot —‬
‭especially in challenging lighting conditions. It’s a staple tool for HDR, composite images, and‬
‭safety in tricky situations like backlighting or fast-changing skies.‬

‭What Bracketing Actually Involves‬

‭●‬ ‭Taking a series of images with changes to a single setting — usually‬‭exposure‬‭,‬‭focus‬‭,‬
‭or‬‭white balance‬‭.‬

‭●‬ ‭Typically automated by the camera using settings like AEB (Auto Exposure Bracketing).‬

‭●‬ ‭Often captures 3 or 5 images: one underexposed, one correctly exposed, and one‬
‭overexposed.‬

‭●‬ ‭Ideal for high-contrast scenes or uncertain lighting.‬

‭The Pros of Bracketing‬

‭●‬ ‭Helps avoid blown highlights or lost shadow detail.‬

‭●‬ ‭Essential for HDR photography and exposure blending.‬

‭●‬ ‭Increases your chances of getting the perfect shot.‬

‭●‬ ‭Focus bracketing ensures crisp detail across depth (great for macro).‬

‭●‬ ‭White balance bracketing helps in tricky mixed lighting scenarios.‬



‭The Limitations‬

‭●‬ ‭Consumes more memory and time per scene.‬

‭●‬ ‭Can create ghosting with moving subjects (especially in HDR).‬

‭●‬ ‭Requires post-processing to merge or select the best result.‬

‭●‬ ‭May require tripod use for alignment.‬

‭●‬ ‭Not always suitable for fast-paced photography.‬

‭How to Use Bracketing Wisely‬

‭●‬ ‭Use exposure bracketing (+/- 1 or 2 stops) in high-contrast landscapes.‬

‭●‬ ‭Enable focus bracketing for macro or product photography with shallow depth.‬

‭●‬ ‭Set your camera to continuous or timer mode to reduce shake between frames.‬

‭●‬ ‭Review your histogram after the bracketed shots.‬

‭●‬ ‭Merge bracketed images using software like Lightroom or Photoshop for HDR.‬

‭Testing & Hands-On Experiment‬

‭1.‬ ‭Set your camera to AEB (Auto Exposure Bracketing).‬

‭2.‬ ‭Choose 3 shots at +/- 1 EV.‬

‭3.‬ ‭Frame a high-contrast scene (e.g. a window with sunlight outside).‬

‭4.‬ ‭Press the shutter once to capture all 3 exposures.‬

‭5.‬ ‭View the histogram of each shot.‬

‭6.‬ ‭Import into editing software and try creating an HDR blend.‬

‭Camera Manufacturer Symbols Table‬




